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SUB J : LABOR: ARREST OF DAHOMEAN FREE TRADE UNION LEADERS 

REF A. LOME 1315 B. COTONOU A-39 

1. ON JUNE 7 DAHOMEAN LABOR LEADERS PROSPER TOHOUN AND 
ROMAIN AKPAKOUN, REPRESENTING THE "PROVISIONAL COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE OF FREE TRADE UNIONS OF DAHOMEY, 'WENT TO LOME TO 
SUBMIT A LETTER TO EMMANUEAL BART-PLANGE (GHANAIAN) A STAFF 
MEMBER OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LABOR CENTER (AALC), FOR TRANS- 
MISSION TO DAVID BROMBARD IN NEW YORK. LETTER REQUESTED 
AALC FINANCIAL SUPPORT ($1,900) OF THEIR EFFORT TO WREST 
CONTROL OF NATIONAL TRADE UNION CENTRAL, THE UNION NATIONAL 
DES SYNDICATS DES TRAV AILLEUR DU DAHOMEY (UNSTD) FROM PRO- 
COMMUNISTS, WHICH IS TO CULMINATE IN A CONGRESS IN COTONOU 
JUNE 28. MONEY ALLEGEDLY NEEDED TO PAY FOR AGITATION IN PRO- 
VINCES AND TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR ANTI-COMMUNIST DELEGATES TO COTONOU. 
BART-PLANGE BROUGHT A COPY OF LETTER TO COTONOU ON JUNE 9 WITH 
REQUEST FOR OUR ADVICE. 

2. WE TOLD BART-PLANGE WE CONSIDERED THE EXERCISE POTENTIALLY 
EXPLOSIVE AND URGED HIM NOT TO FORWARD LETTER UNTIL AMB (WHO 
WAS ON ONE DAY TRIP IN BUSH THAT DAY) COULD CONSIDER IT. 

FOLLOWING DAY WE DECIDED TO SEND DCM TO LOME JUNE 1 1 WITH STRONG 
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AT MEETING ARRANGED BY EMBASSY LOME. BEFORE REF B FROM LOME 
HAD ARRIVED, INFORMING US OF THE ARRESTS, WHICH WE WERE UNAWARE 
OF. MARTENS CONCEDED THAT THE ARRESTS SOUNDED THE DEATH KNELL 
TO PROPOSAL. HE ALSO AGREED KEEP BART-PLANGE OUT OF DAHOMEY 
UNTIL THIS AFFAIR BLOWS OVER. 

3. COMMENT: COPY OF LETTER, BY TOHOUN AND ENCLOSING A PETITION 
SIGNED BY 27 OTHER MINI-UNION HEADS, VERY LIKELY FELL INTO 
HANDS OF DAHOMEAN AUTHORITIES WHO COULD WELL MISINTERPRET 
AND EVEN TWIST MATTER INTO "AMERICAN CONSPIRACY". GOVT, 

WHICH IS BACKING THE PRO-COMMUNISTS, WOULD SURELY BRAND ANY 
AALC SUPPORT AS "AMERICAN IMPERIALIST" INTERFERENCE IN COUNTRY'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

4. TOHOUN AND HIS SUPPORTERS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A MINORITY IN 
THE DAHOMEY LABOR MOVEMENT. THEIR CHANCES OF SUCCEEDING, WITH 
THE GOVT IN THE OTHER CAMP, WERE NIL. 

5. BACKGROUND: THE DAHOMEAN GOVT HAD BEEN UNDER CRITICISM 
FROM UNSTD SECGEN TIMOTHEE ADANLIN (REF B) WHO HAS HAD INDIS- 
TINCT BACKGROUND. AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE GOVT, FIVE MEMBERS 
OF THE UNSTD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ON MAY 29, SUSPENDED ADANLIN 
FROM HIS POST ON A TRUMPED-UP TECHNICALITY AND REPLACED HIM 
WITH SOVIET SUPPORTED ROMAIN VILLON-GUEZP. FORMER HAD CALLED 
ON PRES KEREKOU TO GIVE UNIONS GREATER PARTICIPATION IN REVOL- 
UTIONARY INSTITUTIONS AND HIGHER WAGES. EVEN IF NO CHARGES 

ARE BROUGHT UP AGAINST TOHOUN AND AKPAKOUN.THEY WILL PROBABLY 
BE HELD IN IAIL AT LEAST UNTIL THE UNSTD CONGRESS IS CONCLUDED 
TO ENSURE THAT THEY DO NOT INTERFERE WITH THE ELECTION OF A 
LEADERSHIP ACCEPTABLE TO THE KEREKOU REGIME. 
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